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A Word From the Editor

elcome to the yrst edition of the

Vermont ~ Multicultural News,
designed to serve as a resource for
exchanging information about the minority
communities in Vermont. This paper will
serve to enhance the quality of life and
celebrate the accomplishments and traditions
of an increasingly diverse community.

The diversity conference held recently at
the Radisson Hotel in Burlington had a
record attendance and the feedback has
been very encouraging.

Congratulations to Dr. Sondra Solomon for
yet another successful Fall Institute, and
the dates for next yeards Institute has been
set already so please mark your calendars
October 21-23, 2004.

Haitian born Professor Kathy Balutansky
is using her sabbatical to write a new book
and plan for the the big Haitian anniversary
next year.

Major Jackson, English Professor at UVM
has won yet another award, this time it is
the Whiting Award, Congratulations is in
order for Professor Jackson.

The New Alpha Missionary Baptist Church
is gearing up for Gospelfest 2004, which will
be held on February 15th, the choir recently
celebrated 15 years of joyful music.

The annual Burlington Dr. Martin Luther
King remembrance will take place on
Sunday, January 18, 2004 in Burlingtonds
Memorial Auditorium.

Dr. Dorothy Williams former director
of Multicultural Affairs at St. Michaelds
College is still getting over an attack by a
student where she was hit in the head with
a book, the student has been suspended for
the school year.
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Mayor of Burlington, Peter Clavelle, presents the Key of the City to Rawandan Ambassador
to the United States, Dr. Zac Nsanga at Burlington City Hall on Monday, November 10 after
the Mayor met with Dr. Nsenga. The Ambassador was in Vermont to exploring areas of mutual
concern and to simply raise the Rawandan proyle says Glen Hawkes of the Ward Brook Center
for Social Responsibility and organizer of the Ambassadorés visit to Vermont, which also
included a meeting with Governor Jim Douglas and Secretary of State Deborah Markowitz.

Wanda Hines
By Tom Gresham

anda Hines was devastated the yrst time she applied for food stamps. Her hand was shaking so
much a friend had to yll out the application for her. iYou ynd yourself questioning who you are,0
Hines said. filts a very difycult thing to go through.o

The experience lingered with Hines and a few years later, when ﬁMany of these people
she assumed the role of director of the Chittenden Emergency are members of the
Food Shelf, the memory of that day helped form her approach to ki Thev h
serving the needs of people in similarly tight spots. Determined to WOrKing poor. ey ] ave
make people comfortable in an uncomfortable time, Hines strove houses, but a house just

to create a welcoming atmosphere. isnét a home when the

Judging by the food shelfés booming growth, Hines appears to have  CU pboards are bare.o
succeeded. Hines, a former client of the Chittenden Emergency

Food Shelf, has helped double the programds annual services to those in need during her eight years as
director. She has increased the food shelfés customary offerings and implemented special programs to
try to reach a larger population.

For instance, in 1998, the food shelf launched a homebound grocery program that delivers food to the
doors of low-income seniors and disabled adults who cannot easily travel to the food shelf facility.
Another program provides snacks at 45 different area daycare programs each month.
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Hines said having endured her own difycult stretch has played an
essential role in the development of her methods as the director. She has
an unusually vivid understanding of their struggles.

AGoing through all that has most deynitely helped me,0 Hines said.
AYour pride, your self-esteem, are really suffering. Many of these
people are members of the working poor. They have houses, but a house
just isnét a home when the cupboards are bare. Theyore embarrassed
to come here. Being uncomfortable is a big concern for the food shelf
and it can keep people away who need the services. There needs to be a
sense of belonging here. Their lives are often already in disarray when
they come in here and we donét want to make things even harder. The
most important thing we do might be the dialogue that our staff has with
our clients. Webve worked hard to make them more comfortable and to
help them understand that thereés no shame in coming here.o

Hines mentions Burlingtonds immigrant population®fiNew Americans,0
she calls them®as a portion of the food shelf clientele that needs
particular encouragement. She knows yrsthand how difycult it can be to
ynd oneself in a new place, feeling very much like an outsider.

Hines moved with her family to Burlington from Mississippi in 1966.
Hines, who was one of six children, lost her father three short years
later when he was Killed in action in Vietnam. Growing up black in
Burlington was a learning experience for Hines.

AWe were one of the very few black families in Burlington at the time,0
Hines said. fil didndt go to school with another black kid until my senior
year. | was used to being the only one.o

After high school, Hines spent a year at Concordia College in Montreal
and a year at Bishops College in Lennoxville. She eventually returned to
Burlington. Hines worked various occupations in the ensuing years.

She was managing a restaurant in 1991 when tragedy struck. Her sister
was killed by an angry husband, leaving three young children®ages
two, four and yve. Hines quit her job and adopted the kids.

She found making a living and supporting the children to be
exceptionally difycult. She applied for food stamps and began to utilize
the food shelf services. She joined the advisory board of the food shelf
and helped found the Peopleds Co-op, a store in lower North Street that
allowed people to use food stamps to purchase high-bulk foods.

While Hines was on the advisory board, the director slot opened at the
food shelf. She jumped at it.

fil said to myself, 01 know I can do that,00 Hines said. fil had a sense that
this was my path.o

Community Achievement Award
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In recognition of the Chittenden Emergency Food Shelfés innovative
relentless and comprehensive efforts to end hunger in Chitenden County

Now, as Hines approaches her ninth year at the food shelf, she senses
the path ahead of her is changing. Hines said she has accomplished all
she hoped to at the food shelf and she is beginning to feel the urge to
move toward a different task.

In that vein, Hines will soon attend the Vermont Leadership Institute at
the University of Vermont. Hines said she hopes the program helps her
reyne a focus for her future. She has ideas and dreams for ways she can
beneyt the Burlington community, but, she says, shebs not sure how to
take the next step. She just knows that ités time.

fil want to see what | can do outside the walls of the food shelf,0 Hines
said. ATherets something out there that 1 can do for this community,
another way | can really help, and do more for more people. I just need
to ynd out what it is.0

Native American Artwork
Has Universal Appeal

he quiet, majestic presence of a work of Native American art,

called the Turtle Shield, magnetically draws people to explore its
universal message during its exhibition at the Norman Williams Public
Library in Woodstock, VT for the month of November, which is Native
American Heritage Month.

filln addition to our regular patrons, dozens of visitors and tourists have
been enjoying the piece. It is a great addition to the Library because
people ask questions about the artwork and then want to read. It inspires
their curiosity,0 says Deb Spackman, director of the Norman Williams
Public Library.

Library patrons, often on their way to check e-mail or surf the web on
public computers, immediately experience the impressive presence of
the Turtle Shield, a birchbark sculpture that stands 9 feet tall by 4 feet
wide. The Turtle Shield is composed of 13 individual plates, trimmed
with sweetgrass and spruceroot, that yt together to form a turtle shell.
Imagery engraved and painted on the plates portray the story of the
Abenaki in pictographic terms representing fiseasons, geography,
cultures, ceremony, and relationships.o Speciyc depictions of traditional
Abenaki ways of life include maple sap-gathering and ash basket-
making as well as healing imagery such as sweat lodge and a medicine
dance. Although it may sound like a contrast to view the Turtle Shield
in the midst of the information technology age, this seemingly fantiqueo
artwork is a contemporary sculpture that was created seven years ago by
the renowned Penobscot artist, ssipsis.

The Turtle Shield was created after ssipsis spent time in Vermont
organizing Native American art exhibits and attending Vermont Law
School. She spoke with many Abenaki people about their cultural
survival and contemporary life and was so moved by their story that she
created the Turtle Shield. Although based on the story of the Abenaki,
the Turtle Shield is a very inviting and accessible work of art that
communicates an important, universal message for all people. Much
of its imagery centers on our relationship with the land, waterways,
seasons, and wildlife; the cooperation and celebration of community;
and honoring the interconnectedness of all life and people--values that
people in our region embody and can easily relate to. The Turtle Shield
is a celebration of community, traditions, and unity among people and
our relationship with the natural world.

This exhibition is a collaboration between the Norman Williams
Public Library and Gedakina, a regional Native American nonproyt
organization based in Woodstock, VT. Due to the initial attention and
avid interest of the general public, the Turtle Shield exhibit has been
extended until the end of November. Gedakina representatives have
been conducting educational programs for elementary school classes
and local youth organizations in conjunction with the exhibit and are
available to schedule additional programs.

The Norman Williams Public Library is located at 10 South Park Street,
Woodstock, VT and is open Mon. 10-5PM, Tues., Wed., and Thurs.
10-7PM, Fri. and Sat. 10-5PM. For more information or to schedule
interviews, please contact: Stephanie Morgan, Gedakina, (802) 457-
2644, gedakina@valley.net, or Angela Day, Norman Williams Public
Library, (802) 457-2295 x126, angela@normanwilliams.lib.vt.us.
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Danny Glover and Haiti

he history of the abuse of Haiti, which in our lifetime has become a
tragedy, is also the story of Western civilizations racism.

AEduardo Galeano

Lately, 16ve been on a trip to the past. In preparation for the 200th
anniversary of the Haitian Revolution of 1804 my video production
company, Green Valley Media, is preparing to release a DVD that
will feature two of our previous Haiti ylms and related materials,
including an interview with the actor and activist Danny Glover, who
came to Burlington on October 20th for the Vermont International
Film Festival (VIFF).

VIFF had a special focus on Haiti this year, and Danny has been the
most visible promoter of building awareness of the astonishing Haitian
Revolution of 1791-1804. Defying Europeds ynest armies, slaves won
their freedom and established the yrst independent Black republic in
the Western hemisphere. Danny is ambassador at large for Cruising
Into History, a cruise ship journey to Haiti planned for August of 2004
(www.cruisingintohistory.org).

| interviewed Danny for the DVD in Harlem. Together with Ron Daniels
of the Center for Constitutional Rights and presidential candidate Al
Sharpton, he was promoting the cruise to an enthusiastic Afro-American
audience. He became most animated when he discussed the movie script
he is working on about the life of Toussaint LéOuverture T former slave
and brilliant military strategist during the Haitian Revolution.

fiHe was one of the truly great men
in history,0 Danny has written.
fiToussaint was a committed

fiToussaint and his ideas
constituted a very dangerous
combination to the United  rononent of the rights of
States, which had a large slave  man, and was the leading
population. American slaves knew strategic and military mind
about, and were energized by, the during the slavesd long, but

Haitian Revolution.o eventually victorious war
' against France.

It is difycult today to even begin to imagine how philosophically bold,
daring, and truly revolutionary it was in the late 17006s for Toussaint
to commit himself to the complete eradication of slavery T not just in
Haiti, but where ever it existed. This had a tremendous psychological
impact on the enslaved throughout the Caribbean, the United States,
and elsewhere. It had an equally dramatic psychological impact on
slaveholders and hastened the dismantling of slavery elsewhere.

AToussaint and his ideas constituted a very dangerous combination to
the United States, which had a large slave population. American slaves
knew about, and were energized by, the Haitian Revolution. From that
point on, there was a real fear among slaveholders that they could lose
their way of lifeo.

A year ago, | was in Haiti a year ago interviewing Haitians on what
they think of the upcoming celebration. Former Aristide supporter and
organizer Ari Nicolas said fi There is nothing that can dissuade a Haitian
from believing that defeating slavery deeply disturbed the whites. We
stopped them from making millions {off the slave trade} and they will
never forgive us.0 Under present circumstances, he implied, iWWe canft
really celebrate our 200th anniversary.o

So, why is Haiti the poorest country in the western hemisphere? Could it
be that Ari is right: Haiti has never been forgiven? A few facts: Haiti was
completely isolated, economically and politically, by the surrounding
slave owning powers for decades. The French government in 1825
demanded 90 million gold francs to ficompensated white planters for
property loss due to the revolutionary war. The indemnity insured that
Haiti would remain in debt to French ynanciers for most of the 1800s.
In 1863, President Lincoln ynally recognized the Haitian government.
But that didndt stop the US from invading and occupying the country
from 1915 to 1934.

In 1991, I interviewed the yrst democratically elected president of Haiti,
Jean Bertrand Aristide. That year marked the 200th anniversary of the
beginning of the slave revolt that lasted 13 years. What was he was
planning for 2004? | asked. Aristide said that Haiti, and, he hoped, his
government, would have time to build genuine democracy and prepare
for a celebration that would make the whole world aware of the Haitian
peoples glorious victory over oppression. But he was overthrown only
seven months after taking ofyce.

He was brought back to Haiti in 1994, and elected to the presidency again
in 2000. Unfortunately, he is no longer the idealistic liberation theology
priest he once was. According to many reports, he has formed some
fiunholyd alliances to stay in power. Meanwhile, the US government has
gone out of its way to undermine his elected government.

For over two years, the United States, the European Union, and
multilateral lenders have been holding up some $500 million in aid and
loans because they say Aristideds government and the Lavalas Family
party have failed to reach a compromise with opposition parties who are
protesting allegedly fraudulent parliamentary contests in 2000.

Washington has backed a tiny opposition party called the Democratic
Convergence, which has little popular support but has received some
$120 million from the U.S.-based right-wing National Endowment for
Democracy.

Recently, there has been a glimmer of hope, The Inter-American
Development Bank announced that it will start releasing nearly $200
million in loans held up by the political maneuvering of the U.S.
government. The money will go towards Haitian government projects
for clean water, health care, education and rural road repair.

At this point, its too late to signiycantly repair the infrastructure needed
to encourage tourism for the 2004 celebrations. But here in Burlington
we can blow the conch shell in solidarity, and make an effort to learn
more about this unique nation to our south.

Burlington Anti-Racism Coalition
Addresses Racial Proyling

he Burlington Anti-Racism Coalition has completed the yrst phase

of its initiative to address racial proyling in downtown stores.
Merchants in the Church Street Marketplace were invited to sign a
Statement of Goodwill afyrming their intent to treat all customers with
fairness and dignity and refrain from targeting minorities for special
surveillance. Managers of seventeen commercial establishments agreed
that fidiscrimination hurts all members of the community and that
prejudicial behavior and biased attitudes have no role in the workplace.o
Cooperating stores included Lake Champlain Chocolates, Banana
Republic, the Optical Center, Akeds Place, Sakura Japanese Restaurant,
Borders Books, J.L. Davis Realty, Action for Social and Ecological
Justice, Pier One Imports, Grannis Gallery, Rusty Scuffer Restaurant,
Scribbles, Bertha Church, Beyond the Wall, Three Tomatoes Trattoria,
Full Tank, and the Peace & Justice Store.

The Burlington Anti-Racism Coalition launched the effort because
of repeated tales of racial harassment in local department and chain
stores, and in response to Gallup polls that show almost half of African
Americans feel unfairly treated in downtown malls. Cooperating
merchants received a decal with the message fiStop Racial Proylingo
to display in their windows or customer service areas. Stores in the
Marketplace that have not yet signed on and want to join the campaign,
or individuals who would like to work on the project, are encouraged to
contact Rev. Gary Kowalski at 862-1426. Other members of BARCGs
racial proyling task force include Lydia Williams, Jacquette Landrum,
Janet Francis, Sister Rita Hammond, and Chris Meehan.

Future plans include increasing the number of participating merchants
and developing training sessions for local retailers to sensitize store
employees to this issue. fiBe Guided By Your Faith And Not Your Fear.0
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Study Circles on Racism
Community Action Working Groups

Schools: Next meeting will be held December 8th from 6:00-8:00
Convener: Lyman Amsden, Superintendent of Burlington Schools

150 Colchester Avenue
Burlington, VT 05401
864-8461
lamsden@bsdvt.org

Business: Last meeting was held on: Tues July 29th at 12:00 pm.
Convener: Ron Redmond, Director of the Church Street Marketplace

149 Church Street

Burlington, VT 05401
865-7254
rredmond@ci.burlington.vt.us

Housing: Last meeting was held on October 1st
Convener: Robert Appel, Human Rights Commission

135 State Street, Drawer 33
Montpelier, VT 05633-6301

(802) 828-2480 or (800) 416-2010
human.rights@state.vt.us

Media: Last meeting was held October 14th at 6 pm
Convener: Mike Townsend, Burlington Free Press

191 College Street

Burlington, VT 05401

660-1871
mtownsen@burlingt.gannett.com

Government and Civic Participation: Last meeting was held on
Tues July 29th
Convener: Mayor, Peter Clavelle

City Hall, Room 33

149 Church Street
Burlington, VT 05401
865-7272
bmitchell@ci.burlington.vt.us

Community Resource Center: Last meeting was held at City Hall on
November 5th
Convener: Laura Clemmons

Baird Center

1110 Pine Street
Burlington, VT 05401
clemmonsl@hotmail.com

Community Awareness & Education: Next meeting will be
November 18th from 5:30-7:00 at the BPD

Convener: Gretchen Morse and Martha Maksym

United Way of Chittenden County

95 St. Paul Street, St.
Burlington, VT 05401
864-7541
Martha@unitedwaycc.org

Celebrations, Arts & Culture: Last meeting was held on Tues. Sept. 2nd
Convener: Doreen Kraft, Director of City Arts

149 Church Street
Burlington, VT 05401
865-7156
dkraft@ci.burlington.vt.us

For more info about BARC or the Study Circles Program contact
Martha Maksym, United Way of Chittenden County, 864-

7541, email:Martha@unitedway.org, visit CEDQOGs website at
www.cedoburlington.org

Community Culture Workshop Series
At the Fletcher Free Library, 235 College Street, Burlington.

November 26 Dancing with the Bosnian Lilies

6:0078:00 p.m.

See a local Bosnian dance group perform and try traditional Bosnian
food.

December 30 Tibetan Culture
Learn about the journey and traditions of a local Tibetan refugee.

December 100 The Latino Community
Meet a panel of local Latino immigrants, engage in a conversation
about Latino culture.

December 17 Congolese Dance and Drumming
Watch a local Congolese dance troupe perform traditional dance and
drumming.

January 70 Sudanese Friends of Vermont
Meet a local Sudanese refugee and listen to his story of his journey to
America.

January 149Indian Culture
Meet a local Indian women and learn about Indian traditions and
culture.

All workshops are 779 r.m. unless noted and are free and open to the
public.

Funded by the Vermont Community Foundation.

For further details contact:
Carrie Benis
AmeriCorps*VISTA
Fletcher Free Library

235 College Street
Burlington, VT 05401
(802) 865-7211

Free Winooski Pot-Luck Dinner

To Welcome our new neighbors to the community
All are welcome to attend
Bring a dish if you like or just enjoy the meal provided
Share our Thanksgiving with the Community
Come & meet your neighbors
Enjoy great food & fun

Join us at the Armory on LaFountain St. in Winooski
Thursday, Nov. 20th, 2003
6:00 P.M.T8:00 P.M.

For more details or transportation information call:
Bob (655-6410 X19) or Dave (864-6309 X193)

To volunteer call:
Robyn at 1-800-244-1408

This project is brought to you by
The Winooski Network/Faith In Action Program

A place to advertise your jobs
and recruit minority candidates.
For advertising information please call 802-660-8815
or email Patbw@hotmail.com
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